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August 12, 2006
9:00 am

REMINDER - If you have them, bring your hand forged eating utensils

FEATURING :    
The August meeting will feature demos by Larry Kern  and Gary Williams 
Larry will demo assembling a fireplace screen
Gary will demo converting an old tool to a new use - 
     a mason’s hammer into an adze

NOTE DATE CHANGE
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President – Larry Kern, 228-4412 
Vice-Pres. -  Robert Brooks, 281-9498 
Treasurer – Tom Hansen, 771-9055 
Secretary – Alex Ivey, 217-9092  
Editors - Barbara and Gary Williams, 792-4851 
Librarian – Mark Nawman, 323-2100  
Webmaster - Gary Williams, swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

 

 
Aug 12, 2006 , Larry Kern 
Sept 8-24, 2006  EXPO NM (State Fair) 
Sept 30-Oct1, 2006, Antique Tractor & Engine Show at 
                     Wildlife West Nature Park, Edgewood NM 
Dec 2, 2006, Forgery School of Blacksmithing Moriarty, NM 

 
 

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 
COAL  – Robb Gunter has a new supply of coal for sale  
Contact Joe Madrid for plasma cutting. 
If you have services to offer club members, please let us know. 
 
As always SWABA would like to thank Matheson Tri-Gas, and Choice Steel, for 
supporting the club.  For discounts, please let these companies and others know that you 
are a member of SWABA. Aspen Printing has helped with the printing of the newsletter.  
RAKS Building Supply is a new sponsor of the State Fair.  No discounts are known, 
however, they have contributed to the club.  Let them know we appreciate their support 
and let them know you are with the blacksmith group.  Thanks again to all of these 
companies. 

 

SWABA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS ASSUME NO   
RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY FOR INJURIES OR DAMAGES  CAUSED 
AS A RESULT OF THE USE OF ANY INFORMATION, MATERIAL S, 
DESIGN, TECHIQUES, ETC. CONTAINED IN THE NEWSLETTER .  ALL 
MATERIAL RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR IS PRESUMED ACCURAT E AND 
COMPLETE (INCLUDING SAFETY PRECAUTIONS), THE USE OF  WHICH 
IS SOLELY THE USER’S RISK.  

 

      SWABA MEETINGS  

SWABA OFFICERS 
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Minutes of the June 2006 Meeting 
 
The June meeting was held at Aaron Craig’s shop in Santa Fe.  Aaron’s first demonstration was 
making a set of tongs from 3/4 x ¼ in. bar. He was actually showing how he makes use of an air 
chisel for upsetting and splitting. He also forged the rivet for the tongs very quickly using a rivet 
swage in the vise and an air chisel tool he made for forming the head. 
 
Aaron demonstrated the use of some of the special tooling he had made for doing various forging 
operations on his 50# Little Giant.     
 
Meeting Notes: 
The August meeting will be held at Larry Kerns shop in Albuq. on the second Sat. instead of the 
first due to a scheduling conflict that Larry has. 
 
Joe Whiton and SWABA donated an anvil that Joe had to Casa San Ysidro at Corrales for use in 
their blacksmith shop. Joe also donated some tongs, a flatter etc to SWABA for use in the new 
single forge trailer. Thanks to Joe for his generosity. 
 
SWABA will be back at the NM State Fair again this year demonstrating daily. So start making 
items to sell if you want to participate. You can still send items to sell even if you can’t find time to 
demonstrate. Contact me (Alex Ivey) if you want to participate.   
Reminder – due to insurance restrictions, you must be a registered SWABA member to demo or 
sell at the fair. 
 
We had approximately 1000 lbs of coal in large chunks donated to SWABA for use in the forging 
trailers by a non member (George Scott) that Larry met. I will be drafting a letter of appreciation to 
send to him. 
 
Ticket drawings for iron in the hat items and the trade item, which was a candle holder, were held. 
I think the participating members are doing great with the trade item forgings as there were a lot 
of very nice candle holders on the table. It is always nice to get something made by another 
member. Keep up the good work. 
 
The trade item for the August meeting will be a toilet paper holder 
 
We thank Aaron for hosting a very good meeting. 

 
Alex Ivey                                                                                                     
Secretary  

����
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TREASURER’S  REPORT

“ It ’s your  money”

 
The ins and outs of June and July 2006 
 
 
Starting Balance 3194.06           
 

   175.00 Iron in the Hat  
The Ins  170.00 Dues 1 new member       
       5 renewals 

TOTAL  345.00   
 
           

   100.00 Webmaster 
The outs  200.00 Joe Whiton - 135 lb anvil going to Albuquerque museum 
    20.00 Sherri Riggs – video on power hammers 
    98.10 Gary Williams - Postage and Library (storage containers) 
   195.00 Alex Ivey - NM State Fair 

TOTAL  613.10  
 
   

       SUMMARY 
 
   3194.06 
            +  345.00    
                                  -  613.10 
 
Ending Balance         2925.96 
 
Once again, more out than in. 
                                          

  “KEEP POUNDING ON IT” 
      TOM 
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WELCOME !
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June Meeting at shop of Aaron Craig, in Santa Fe

Aaron showed us how
to make a pair of tongs

Lots of creative Candle Holders 
  for the June Trade Item
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Riveting Tool  Rivet Header 

Riveting Tool In the vise

Aaron showed us how to quickly make 
rivets, however, he cautioned that
it is usually much less expensive to
 just buy rivets compared to the time It
takes to make them

Aaron also demonstrated the use of the
quick-release power hammer tool holder
that he made  

����
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A   LITTLE   SUMMERTIME   NOSTALGIA .  .  .  .
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
 

Introduction: 
 
The following instructions were found in a hand written notebook that belonged to my Uncle, Robert 
Williams (June 18, 1913 – June 14, 2003), who lived in Lanark, IL.  At the time this notebook was 
written (1920’s – 30’s) he was studying with a blacksmith by the name of Traum who lived in 
Chadwick, IL.  His shop was located there as well.  According to my uncle, Mr. Traum was in his 
eighties when he was working with him.  The list of tools in each category of tool steel provides an 
interesting look at the day -to -day trade of a rural mid-western blacksmith shop in the early 20th 
century.  

        Gary Williams 
 
 

Book of Instructions 
 
Forge the steel at an orange heat until it is forged into its final shape.  This is done to prevent 
having more than one grade of steel to contend with.  Therefore use the orange heat as 
much as possible while forging. 
 
Refine the steel at a low red heat with water and hammer. This is called puddling.  The more 
you puddle steel the finer it is.  Good tools must be made of fine steel, therefore refine well.  
Should you see the water set on the steel while you are puddling, stop at once.  You have the 
wrong heat and would crystallize the steel at that heat.   
 
Equalize the steel by heating to a low red heat and wait till the red is gone.  Then dip into the 
tempering fluid.  This is done to prevent the steel from cracking and springing while you are 
hardening.  This is also done to remove all hard spots from the steel.  It is now ready to turn 
on the lathe, file or harden. 
 
To harden, heat to a low orange or bright cherry red and plunge in water or tempering fluid.  
You still have dominion over the steel.  That is, you can bend or curve it after you have 
hardened it.  Now clean off the steel enough to see the colors run. 
 
Welding Copper 
Use:   1/3 each of oxide of iron, Salt, Borax 
   Mix well 
 
Tempering fluid 
¼ pound soda,   ¼ pound Borax,  5 gallons boiled flax seed oil 
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Standard colors as they run 
1 no change   
1 silver   
1 straw   
1 gold    
1 copper 
1 blood 
1 red 
 
1 No Change : anvil faces, ball bearings, files, mill picks, glass cutters, drills for hard cutting, 
B.B.T. 
 
1 Silver : Vise jaws, pipe tongs, butcher steel, butcher cleavers, bone cutters, disc cutters. 
 
1 Straw : Dies for thread cutting, Lathe tools for cuttings and holes, flint cutters. 
 
1 Gold : Reamers for machine shops, Lathe tools for castings, tools for lettering granite, 
chears for cutting cold steel. 
 
1 Copper : Lathe tools for brass, Lathe tools for shafting steel, Razors for Barbers, Taps for 
cutting threads. 
 
1 Blood : Edge tools, draw knives, plane bits, spoke shaves, spoke augers, pocket knives, 
hedge knives, shaper blades, wood lathe tools, adze and hatchet blades, pruning tools. 
 
1 Red: Lancets, Physicians knives, Chiropodist’s knives, flesh knives, dirk knives, cloth 
shears, paper shears, marble tools. 
 
1 Peacock : Drill bits for iron and steel, Punches for cold steel punching, Hammers, Wire 
nippers, Bolt Cutters, tools for rifling guns. 
 
1 Blue : Stone hammers, cold chisels, grubbing hoes, cleaners for tack, Plug and leather 
drills, drills for many other purposes. 
 
1 Green: Axes for wood, tooth chisels for rock, clipping points for rock, garden hoes, ice 
tongs, rock and dirt picks, plow shares. 
 
2 Silver : Sickle sections for grain and grass, Pitch forks, screw drivers, S wrenches, spears, 
spades. 
 
2 Gold : Butcher knives, mason’s trowels, putty knives, Springs used by physicians, Springs 
used by cripples, table cutlery. 
 
2 Green: Saw temper, carriage springs, mowing scythes, carpenter squares, steel rules. 
 
2 Red: Gun springs, trap springs, coil springs, flat springs, all cheap machine springs. 
 
 

1 peacock 
1 blue 
1 green 
2 silver 
2 gold 
2 green 
2 red 
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Bender Project Update 
 
If you are interested in joining this group, please contact Tom Hansen, 505-771-9055 
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Y’all come see 
us now, 
        Y’ hear  
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Conference T -shirt Design Contest     
We are now accepting submissions for the 
conference t-shirt design. The design must include   
the words "Rocky Mountain Blacksmithing 
Conference XVI", the year 2006, and Carbondale, CO. 
The art work should be black on white in camera 
ready format. The winner will receive a conference 
t-shirt and an RMS hat and bumper sticker. 
Deadline is May 1st. Please send submissions to: 
Craig May, 1498 Mount Evans Blvd, Pine, CO 
80470 or drgnfrgltd@aol.com  
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AUCTION !!

TOOLS, METAL, EQUIPMENT 
And LOTS MORE

9 AM  SEPT 9
For Joe Whiton
At his place in Edgewood
Check the website for
more details as they are available
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    From          

                   the webmaster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POUNDERS PRESS is now available on-line at the SWABA website    
SWABA.abana-chapter.com 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IMPORTANT      
            REMINDER 

Renew your membership now.       Don’t delay   
Forms are available on the website – click on ‘Join  SWABA” 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are always looking for work to display in the member’s gallery. If you would like to 
have your work featured on the website, please create a CD with 10 to 12 pictures in 
JPEG format.  Include a letter with a brief description of the project and summary of 
what is on the various pictures.  
 
Please mail both to me at the address below. 
OR - if you have a high speed internet connection, email the pictures and descriptions to 
me at swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

Gary Williams 
105 Watson Court 

Corrales, NM 87048 
Email Address swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

���
�����������
�����������
�����������
��������� ���
STILL HAS OPENINGS FOR 2006 CLASSES 

 
       
      Aug 14 – Sep 1 
      Oct 16 – Nov 3    
 

Turley Forge      919-A Chicoma Vista      Santa Fe, NM 87507 
505-471-8608 

Call for brochure and full  
Course details 
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“Old Railroader’s Stool”
           by Terry Melton

Stainless Steel Vase
     by Patrick Stanley

Pepper Tree Tissue Stand
       by Dorothy Stiegler
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 The conference was dedicated to the 
 memory of Russell Jaqua -
 he designed this sculpture shortly 
 before he died in June, and it was 
 constructed in just 3 days by a group 
 of his blacksmith friends

More from the Gallery. . . 

“Orphan Without Protection”
             by Corky Storer

Brewery Railing
    by Postville Blacksmith Shop
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These businesses have supported SWABA through donations, discounts and/or services.  

Please patronize these businesses and thank them for their support 
 

 

                                            
 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 
300 CAMINO DE LAS HUERTAS 
PLACITAS, NEW MEXICO 87043 

 
The Pounders Press is published bimonthly by Southwest Artist Blacksmiths Assn., a nonprofit organization of 

amateur and professional blacksmiths, for the purpose of sharing knowledge and education, and to expose the art of 
blacksmithing to the public. 

 
POUNDERS PRESS is now available on-line at the SWABA website    

SWABA.abana-chapter.com 
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